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Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01296 612838 

 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 17th September 2026 at Weston Turville 
Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: 
Councillors: D Willmin (Chair), C Popovici-Birkby (Vice Chair) and C Dawkins, N Harris, H Jones,  

G Lait, and C Terry.  
Locum Clerk: Steve Milton (LGRC) 
Public Attendance: 7 members of public 

 

 

 Minute Action 

26.153  APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Collins, S Dawkins, and G Danelatos. 

 

26.154  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Willmin declared an interest in agenda item 157 (School Bus Service) as his daughter 
would be using the new service. Cllr Willmin did not vote on this matter. 

 

26.155  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the special meeting held on 2nd September 2026 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 
 

Clerk 

26.156  FINANCES 
RESOLVED:  
1) To note the completion of the external audit (previously circulated) 
2) To approve the payments (previously circulated)  
3) To receive the bank reconciliation (previously circulated) 
4) To agree to set up a direct debit to cover the cost of street lighting. 

 
 

Clerk 

OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS 
 

a) Representatives of Aston Reach Residents Association (ARRA) provided an update on the recent work 
of the Association: 

• ARRA thanked Cllr Lait for his support at the UNPLUGGED event on 8th August 2026. 

• Asked if the MPAS unit might be deployed in Aston Reach to assess traffic volumes and update the 
Bucks Council traffic data, which was out of date. 

• Asked for an update on the provision of the litter picking station, the noticeboard, and the 
defibrillator. The Vice Chair reported that the defibrillator had arrived and that installation was 
being arranged and the Locum reported that the litter picking station and noticeboard was 
progressing. 

• Drew attention to recent power cuts and the highway concerns this had raised with the traffic 
lights. The Locum agreed to raise this with the Electric Company. 

b) Another member of the public raised the issue of car parking at the shopping precinct and whether the 
Council should be maintaining the grass. The Locum Clerk reported that the car park was owned by one 
of the businesses in the precinct who had introduced waiting restrictions to ensure that there were 
adequate parking spaces for their customers. The owner of the car park was aware of the Council’s 
concerns. The Locum further reported that he was under the impression that there was a planning 
agreement that related to the maintenance of the highway verge, but he would check this. 
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26.157  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – UPDATE 
The Chair thanked Cllrs S Dawkins and C Terry for the hard work they put in each year to 
organise the Remembrance Day event. 
Cllr Terry then reported that Bucks Council had confirmed the road closure between 
10.30am and 11.30am on 8th November. The event would follow the well-established 
format. The Council was arranging: 

• Provision of refreshments at the Chapel 

• Printing 75 copies of the Order of Service 

• Cleaning and tidying of the war Memorial.  

• Decorations – knitted poppies. 

• Purchase of wreath  

• Laying of wreath by Council Vice-Chair   
 

In connection with this item, the Chair emphasised the importance of village events such 
as Remembrance Day. The Council noted that there were now lots of groups and 
businesses organising events. Members considered that closer liaison between the 
various groups would: 

• Make best use of resources, 

• Maximise the value of volunteers,  

• Better coordinate activities,  

• Avoid duplication, and  

• Promote a full programme of events across the year.  
 

RESOLVED: that the Locum Clerk bring forward proposals to establish a Weston Turville 
Events Group to bring together the various regular event organisers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

26.158  YOUTH CLUB PROVISION 
The Council noted that discussions had been held with East Bucks Community Board 
regarding the possible provision of a youth club in Weston Turville. This would be similar 
the Youth Hangout in Stoke Mandeville. The Community Board may fund the service, but 
the parish Council would be required to meet venue hire costs.  
 
RESOLVED: that the Council supports this proposal in principle at this stage and continue 
discussions with The East Bucks Community Board before a firm proposal is submitted for 
consideration. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

26.159  COMMUNITY ORCHARD - BARLEY CLOSE FIELD 
Cllr Jones presented a report prepared by herself and Cllr Lait on the progress with the 
community orchard project (previously circulated). Members noted that the first phase of 
orchard trees had been ordered from Bernwode. In addition, quotes have been sought for 
help with digging the holes and provision of stakes, ties, and tree guards to protect from 
deer or rabbit damage. 
 
RESOLVED:  
1) that the proposals set out in the report submitted by Cllrs Jones and Lait be adopted.  
2) That the quotes received be not progressed. 
3) That Cllrs lait and Harris arrange to collect the trees from Bernwode and arrange 

sponsorship/donations of the items and materials required; and   
4) That councillors and volunteers be organised to dig the holes and plant the trees on 

Sunday 11th October at 11.30am, following advice to be obtained by Cllr Jones. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

26.160  ADDITIONAL DOG LITTER BIN – BARLEY CLOSE FIELD 
At the request of Councillor Jones, the Council considered the provision of an additional 
litter and dog bin in Barley Close Field. 
 
RESOLVED: that provision of an additional litter bin be included in the budget for 
2027/28. 
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26.161  DEAD HEDGE AND CHRISTMAS TREE DONATION – BARLEY CLOSE FIELD 

Cllr Lait reported on this project (previously circulated). In view of feedback received, he 
proposed that in future years, Christmas trees be collected and chipped to provide mulch 
for pathways, instead of being used to create dead hedges. 
 
In connection with this item, Cllr Lait asked the Council to reconsider the location of the 
community Christmas tree which he felt should be located at the Chandos pub. Members 
noted that this proposal had been rejected before and views remained mixed. The Chair 
asked that this matter be included on the next Council agenda.  
 
RESOLVED: that further consideration of the dead hedge proposal be deferred pending a 
site visit to barley Close Field. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

26.162  PLAYGROUND SHELTERS 
The Council considered requests from members of the public for a shelter for parents 
attending the play area with children and for a canopy for the outdoor gym. Members 
noted that there was already a shelter near the play area, and that the costs of covering 
the gym would be very high. 
 
RESOLVED: that no further action be taken on these requests at this time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26.163  ASTON REACH RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION (ARRA) 

The Chair provided an update on the recent meeting of ARRA. Those matters not 
considered elsewhere on the agenda, included: 

• Recent surfacing works on the estate had been reported to Taylor Wimpy, uneven 
road tarmac had been applied to pavements, which was a health and safety 
concern. 

• Planters by the speed bumps were being considered and awaiting update on the 
legal details.  

• The new Starbucks restaurant had been approved.  

• Bucks Council had been requested to review the filter lights at both Kempster way 
and Broughton Lane. 

• A member of ARRA had completed the speed camera course.  

• There was a need to ensure speed camera data was logged.  
 

 

26.164  NEW SCHOOL BUS SERVICE TO KINGSBROOK SCHOOL 
The Council welcomed confirmation that a licence for a new commercial bus service 
including a regular school service to Kingsbrook School had been awarded to Z&S 
Transport and this would commence the following Monday. The Council had previously 
agreed to promote this initiative with a local press release. 

 
 

26.165  MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
The Vice Chair reported that he had attended speed camera training. Once the camera 
had been repaired and batteries charged, he was proposing to assist Wendover PC 
organise monitoring as well as respond to the request from ARRA. 
 

 

26.166  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Members noted that the next meeting will be on 15th October 2026 at 7pm 

 
 

26.167  CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
RESOLVED: that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the matters set out in minute 168-170 below in accordance with the Public Bodies 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960 due to the confidential nature of the matters to be 
discussed.  
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26.168  INSURANCE RENEWAL 
RESOLVED: that the Council’s insurance be renewed on the terms set out in the 
quotation received from Hiscox (previously circulated).  
 

 
Clerk 

26.169  LAND BEQUEST 
The Locum Clerk reported that approval was required to acquire an area of land (known 
as Rosemary’s Field) by bequest at no cost to the Council. The Clerk further reported that 
a quotation had been received from the Council’s Solicitors for the legal costs of 
transferring the title. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Council formally accepts the bequest of land and approves the legal 
costs as set out in the Clerk’s report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

26.170  NEW VOIP TELEPHONE SERVICE CONTRACT 

Members noted that the Council now needed to move its phones to a digital Voice Over 
Internet System. A quote from the Council’s telecoms and broadband provider was 
submitted (previously circulated). In connection with this matter, members requested 
that internet access in the main village hall be improved. 

 

RESOLVED:  

1) to accept a quote for the provision of new Voice over IP telephone service; and    

2) that up to £500 be authorised for improvements to internet access in all areas of the 
Village Hall. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

 

 
Signed: Date:  15 October 2026  
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